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September 2015

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

And I, When I am Lifted up from the Earth,
will Draw all People to Myself (John 12 :20-32)

The Pharisees saw the whole world was going after Jesus Christ: the Greeks requested from his
disciples Andrew and Philip, who was from Bethsaida, (John 1:44) to meet Him. The Greeks were the
first non-Jews to believe in Jesus Christ. They were not waiting for a Messiah, and the Jews did not
acknowledge their right to the awaited salvation by the Promised Messiah. Their will to “see the
Christ” is but an image that reflects the will of humanity to meet God and attain eternal life.

This led Jesus to give a sermon on the salvation he grants to all those who open up to Him. The
sermon started with the parable of the single kernel of wheat that dies to bring forth abundant harvest,
and ended with Jesus announcing that He “will draw everyone to Him”.

“The hour has come”. It is the hour of Jesus’s death for all humanity. Death is a difficult topic that
Jesus could only explain through a parable understood by everyone: the parable of the kernel of wheat.
Every single grain must die to allow life for many. Without the death of the single kernel there is no
harvest. Without the death of Jesus Christ, there is no life for humanity. It is the hour of death, but also
the hour of Resurrection, and the path to glory is the journey of that kernel of wheat that dies so it may
live and so many others live too. Pain is thus not an objective in and by itself; it is a necessary journey
that can only be understood through the fruits it bears: life in abundance. Jesus is crucified not out of
love for pain but out of love for everyone, because He thus can draw everyone to Himself.

Jesus is not alone in the journey, for it is also the journey of his followers who are united to him in
His death and also in His Resurrection so they bear fruits in abundance. What Jesus says of Himself
applies to His disciples as well. Anyone who dies lives and grants life; anyone who hates their life in
this world will keep it; and anyone who loves their life will lose it. Eternal life is a partnership with
God himself and a commitment to Christ despite how difficult it is to live the Cross. It comes with a

true promise “Where I am, my servant also will be”, without specifying a certain place.



Jesus lived the pain of the Cross in full. His spirit was troubled, and He wondered what He
should do and asked: “What shall I say?”” But He did not give up, “this is why I came” as if He
confirms He will not ask to be saved from this hour for it is the very reason He came to Earth. I will
come out of it triumphant over death and pain so the parable of the kernel of wheat that dies to give
abundant life is true. God is present for those who unite to Him I have glorified it and will glorify
it again”. The hour brought by God’s will is the hour of glory. Jesus asked that the name of God be
glorified through it, and the Son was glorified. The truth appeared in full and thus the judgment of
the world of darkness began. The prince of this world will be driven out so the victory of Jesus
Christ over and the enemies of humanity is final and permanent.

Jesus was crucified but it was the cross of glory and ascension to God. Through the Cross Jesus

raised everyone with him, hence Caiaphas’s prophecy came true “it is better for you that one man

die for the people than that the whole nation perish” (John 11:51)

PRAYER

In our hearts Lord, is a yearning to meet you. But you are a demanding God. Following you is
difficult because yours is the road of the cross. We want to be united to you but are scared of your
Cross.

We wonder how we can see you in our daily life, but our endeavors are minimal. Seeing you
requires commitment, and we are scared of commitment.

You hold Life in your hands Lord, but you are clear: Life in abundance passes through daily death;
the death of flesh to win the true, permanent self...

Grant us Lord, to let go of what we think is happiness, for it is but a short-lived pleasure that does
grant our desires.

Grant us, Lord, to accept Your word and to open up to Your Holy Spirit who is solely able to give
us the resolve to be your disciples,

Grant us to be drawn to Yourself, You who want us where You are, in the endless joy. Amen

Translated from the Arabic version written by Sister Bacima El-Khoury
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