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April 2018

4/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16:19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Resurrection and Us

Resurrection is the outcome of the Cross. Resurrection transformed the Cross of disgrace
into the Cross of triumph and victory. It also sanctified the Cross, making it the symbol of rising
from the dead.

If you were to stand before the Cross without the Crucified, you are in fact standing before
Christ the victorious who triumphed over death and before the Son who sits to the right of the
Father, and you are in the presence of the Holy Trinity.

Indeed, this is the truth of Resurrection that transports you from the reality of the flesh to
that of the spirit. It sanctifies the flesh to transform and transport it from the temporal to the eternal,
in a moment of death and resurrection in the power of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, through the
pain of obedience, selflessness, humility, silence, patience and waiting. He who was not granted by
the Lord these great virtues knows nothing about the strength of Christ, His confidence and the
meaning of His victory, one may argue that they do not even know Christ himself. It is only in this
entitative and personal context that Christ resides. Those who go through the experience of
resilience, resistance, confrontation, patience and hope every day in the face of adversity, in the face
of temptation and weakness, in the face of falling even, know the significance of Jesus’s presence
and know Jesus Christ who rose from the Dead.

Blessed are you who have been granted by Christ the Cross of faith and Resurrection!
Through the Cross of faith you knew He is the Son of God, the glow of His Glory and the image of
God’s being, as He says: It is enough for Me to care for you who have known my grace and my
strength and my Resurrection. I give you strength; I give you the Holy Spirit the reviver and the
consoler; I give you self-confidence and joy; the gift of contentment in Me, my warmth and my
presence, I am the one you find in the life of saints. Indeed, the complete faith that Paul and Peter
lived and testified to in this great manner materialized for [ was with them and helped them carry
the Cross. [ urge you to fight once for this faith that was passed on to saints. I guard you, accompany
you, mediate for you and forgive you; I cleanse your sins and give you this hard life to have a taste
of eternal life that I live with the Lord and to His right. I am the one you find in the heart of the
simple, illiterate believer; I am the victorious Jesus Christ who rose from the dead. I give all this to
you, and your reward for carrying the Cross of Resurrection with the crosses of life is Me and Me
only; and that is enough.

Jesus is risen, truly He is risen

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Youssef Khoury
Our Lady of Salvation Parish - Marjaba
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