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January 2016

1/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Sacrament of Baptism

I live the stages of burial, death and resurrection in Christ, through Him and with Him. I am now
a new creation through this Christ.

I am in a stage of new birth, a second beginning, renewed in the spirit of Christ. On Mount
Golgotha, the gush of blood and water signifies baptism and Eucharist. In every celebration, “In the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” summons the Holy Trinity. The sacrament is fulfilled
and open to all those who want it.

The one who desires it shall testify to his faith. Salvation has thus become possible, and absolution
from the original sin is inevitable. He who wants to fulfil the will of Jesus, who was baptized by John,
accepts the baptism of his Church.

Here the secret of justification is embraced to Jesus and His Church. The secret of justification
allows man to be part of the priesthood of the Master, a communion with the Christian community.

I live a baptism that grants divine virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. I belong to the person of
Christ forever: a seal that is not worn; a permanent and eternal sign.

I am here under a new name, the name of a saint, who sets an example of sainthood and intercedes
for me in front of God.

Yes, the sacrament of my baptism is the secret of the abundant flow of blessings. From now,
I participate and partake in the event of Salvation, in the calendar of what is before Nativity and after
it. I can now share the flesh and blood of Jesus in the Sacrament of Eucharist.

This is the meaning and value of my baptism, a circumcision that is not made by hands.

It is one baptism because we have but one Lord and one faith. It is not only a baptism of longing or a
baptism of blood; it is not a baptism of water but a baptism of fire and spirit.

Through it, I imitate Christ and become like Him, the head of the Sacramental body, and through
Him, I become part of this body. The mission started with my baptism, and it is that I have to be
proactive and efficient in spreading Jesus’s message of Salvation.

Jesus’ mission is His church. It is the Kingdom of Beatitudes where the poor, the pure and the
peacemakers rejoice.

Blessed Baptism

Translated from the arabic version written by Father George Keirouz M.L.
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