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May 2016

5/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb? (Mc 16: 3)

Early in the morning on Sunday, the women went to the tomb. They wanted to do their
best to show how well they took care of Jesus. Each had her own attitude and her own
memories with Him. However, the unique anguish that gathered them along their way to the
tomb, “who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” That is to say, who
could bring them together again with Jesus? Who could ban the barriers that separate them
from their beloved?

We also, how many times we resemble these women! Lots of stones and obstacles stand
between Jesus and us. That morning, the women tried to enter the tomb, while us, we
withdraw sometimes into ourselves, in the tomb of our problems and worries. Regardless of
who had rolled away the stone, the important thing is the encounter...the encounter with the
empty tomb.

The tomb was emptied for the world to be filled; the tomb was emptied for the hearts to be
filled. Striving to walk to encounter the risen Jesus, whether in the darkness of our tombs or
in the clarity of Zion’s Cenacle, should always be our goal. Like the women, we have to stain
to meet the Beloved face to face. It is not enough to know that “nothing will separate us from
the love of Christ” (Rom 8§, 35), but we must take the decision to prevent anything from
separating us from this love, though great the stone, though dark the tomb. Because our
determination to find Jesus, will push Him, quite often, to seek to meet us as He did with the
disciples after the Resurrection. Let us go therefore to accompany the women at the tomb; this
is where we find the Risen from the dead. Let us bring with us, not oils and spices, but our
problems, our worries and sorrows. This is where the path begins. For death that was the end
will soon become with Christ, the beginning of a new life, an eternal life of love.

Thus with the rising of the sun of Christ in our lives, we cannot but claim the mystery of
His Resurrection in us by exclaiming: «Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death
by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life».

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Father Abboud Abboud
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