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5/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

We love her as Jesus did

At the Cross, we were given Mary through the beloved disciple who took her into his home where
she became the ‘Lady of the house’. Similarly, in our homes, she is the Mother Queen. At all times but
especially in May, we honor her and contemplate the depths of her belief and patience, Mary’s heart
was pierced by the sword of pain as her only child died before her eyes. A question many grieving
mothers ask is “Where was Mary when my son died?”” and the answer to that question is “Exactly
where she was when her son died”. The secret of death is indeed a painful one, but the strength of
hope remains stronger. We remember this in our prayers “Pray for us now and at the hour of our death”.
In other words, just as you were present during your son’s last hours on earth, be with us during the
final moments of life, so we remain in your company in heaven, where we long to be with Christ who
opened the gates of heaven before us through His death and resurrection. In His ascension He carried
our humanity and made us part of His holiness, so we take part in His heavenly glory.

Honoring Mary is not a practice added to christian life; it is in fact an integral part of it. Our belief is
based on Jesus Christ in person. We worship and love Him, and He remains present in the Eucharist.
We take communion, thus taking in eternal life. He said: Whoever eats my flesh has eternal life.
Jesus was carried in Mary’s womb and was born through her, so His flesh is part of hers and His blood
is hers. So when we love Jesus and worship Him, we cannot but love Mary, seek refuge in her, go
towards her as Jesus has, and love Him as she did.

We contemplate the ascension of Jesus and the assumption of Mary; He who ascended into His glory
in heaven wanted His mother to be part of His glory. Their roles on earth and in heaven were
inverted, for He took His human flesh from her, and elevated her human body into heavenly flesh.

Heaven is present here, in our journey on earth. We are all called to live the presence of the Lord who
resides in the very depths of the human heart, and is permanently present in the Sacrament of Communion.
We thus live our belief in Jesus who rose from the dead. We love Him and follow His lead in everything
He did, especially in His love for His mother Mary, whom we honor and love just as He did.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Father Michel Abboud
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