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February 2013

To my five brothers
(Luc 16: 19-31)

Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Truth of Death and the Deeds of Mankind

Meditation and Guidance:

Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and
anoint them with oil in the name of God. And the prayer offered in faith will make the
sick person well; God will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.
(James 5: 14-15). Every sick person’s need of the spiritual body of the church- the order
of priesthood- to be healed according to their faith is an idea expressed in the Epistle of
St James as a means to maintain a solid relationship between both healthy and sick
members of the church. Lord Jesus hears our prayers and gives each of us what they need
for their salvation and eternal life.

The Duty of the Church: The Church grants the sick person the Sacraments so they are
given both physical and spiritual life, each according to their faith. This is the sole duty of
the Church on Earth as the responsibility of the priest is not to provide food, water,
clothing or other worldly needs. That role is to be assumed by the seculars who, along
with the ordained clergy, constitute the body of the church. The role of the clergy is to
give the sick, through the Sacraments, what they need to be worthy of appearing before
God in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayer for the Dead: When the faithful depart from this world, we accompany them
with our prayers so they deserve to appear before God and intercede for us to lead a life
of peace. Therefore, we must not think that praying for the dead is useless as it gives both
the living and the dead the blessings and mercy of God. In fact, prayer is both a channel
that unites us with the departed loved ones and a means of communication that, unlike the
internet or mobile phones, does not break or get jammed. Each of us has their own
personal way of prayer to communicate with God who listens, responds and gives us, His
children, what we need for our salvation.

That said, our readiness to appear before God is not measured by our lavish clothes,
delicious meals or strong health. God looks at neither our clothes nor our meals, but at our
good deeds, pure hearts and clear conscience. These non-worldly possessions require
tremendous efforts and sacrifice from us, and can be seen as a due punishment for a
humanity that has distanced itself from God and chosen to deem itself divine. Upon
distancing itself from God, our humanity has shaped a distorted world which was not
created by God. This is the world of the dead because, according to God’s words to
Moses: “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living” Mark 12:27

The New World: God created this universe and many worlds within, like the marine
world, the animal world and the human world. He also gave mankind the ability to
discover the mysteries of the creatures and the greatness of the Creator by using the



divine mind conceived by the thought and spirit of God, as “mankind was made in the
image of God”. This world of death, however, is the result of mankind’s choice to distance
itself from God. Mankind has been trying to discover the mysteries of the world and its
efforts have so far been futile. This to me is God’s ultimate punishment to mankind which
was lured by Satan into revolting against God.

The Mercy of God: The merciful Lord did not want to leave mankind lost and vulnerable
so He restored its hope in life. He painted the world unknown to us with bright and vivid
colors, and most believers endeavor during their lifetime to reach this unknown world,
the afterlife; briefly described by Jesus Christ. This world was and will remain beyond
our understanding; its depths and mysteries inaccessible to us. In God’s words, “What no
eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived the things
God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor 2/9)

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come... the
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. (Matthew 24: 42-44)

Father Naef Semaan
(Translated from arabic)
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