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August 2017

8/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Visiting the Cemetery

On my way back from service, I spotted a car parked near the cemetery in Marjeyoun. It was in fact
the car of a cousin whom I had not seen in a while. I wanted to stop for some catching up, but there
she was carrying flowers and a candle. I did not want to intrude on her private moment, for it was
Father’s Day she was visiting her father’s grave. I thought about what I had seen and some ideas
came to my mind:

Visiting cemeteries is a tradition that predates Christianity and is as old as history itself. It is in
cemeteries that people bid their relatives, friends and loved ones the last farewell. It is also a
Biblical tradition, as the women took the spices they had prepared to the tomb of Jesus Christ three
days after He was buried.

When Christians visit their loved ones in the cemetery, it is not to cry in anguish or to shed tears
of despair before graves that contain bones and remains, but to implore God to grant those who
have departed in the hope of Resurrection “eternal rest and blessed repose”. From the depths of
graves, the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16), just as Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20). The grave thus
became a source of solace and joy- no longer a reminder of defeat, weakness, death and grief.

Visiting cemeteries is a highly beneficial practice, because the believers, humbled and reverent,
remember that death comes to all people (Romans 5:12) In cemeteries we realize that man is but bare
bones and remains in a grave where worms dwell and unpleasant odors spread, and we remember
that the dead do ot praise the Lord, for only the living, still in their temporal state, have the
opportunity to do so “For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee
thanks?”” (Psalm 6:5) We must thus repent here and now, before it is too late. Our hermit fathers have
taught us that the prospect of death brings man closer to repentance.

In1532, my predecessor Father Butros son of Hajj Youhanna son of Ibrahim Abu Rajeh El Maalouf
(as per our old manuscripts), started the ongoing tradition to visit the cemetery right after Mass on
the Saturday of the Dead. In the cemetery, Trisagion prayers are performed. In fact, in an old
manuscript the following has been written “After prayers, we carry candles and incense, and head
together to the cemetery where lie our departed ancestors and brothers™. It is a tradition kept alive,
and a ritual we observe twice a year in our parish.

I also remembered Mary Magdalene who went in the early hours of Sunday to the tomb of Jesus
(John 20:11). Jesus, standing behind her, said , “Woman, why are you crying? Go to my brothers.”
She obeyed and went to his brothers the disciples gathered in the upper room where He appeared
before them and they were “delighted for they saw the Lord”. Just like Mary, we obey the Lord and
go to His brothers gathered to celebrate the Sacrament of Thanksgiving every Sunday.



We carry with us our tears, troubles and grief and we stand before the tomb of Jesus Christ
which the Holy altar represents. The Lord asks every grieving soul “Why do you cry?” The
“grave” thus becomes the source of our resilience and eternal life and joy. Our only hope is then
to come back the following Sunday and stand before the grave that becomes, amidst all places
in the universe, the one our hearts perpetually desire.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Melhem Al Hourany
Mehaydsse Parish Priest (Metn)
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