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October 2012

To my five brothers

Remember me in Your Kingdom

We will open our eyes to the face of the Lord

From the hand of the Lord we were created with love, he breathed in us his
Spirit. He created us according to His likeness and printed in us His image. He gave
man the ability to talk with Him, but who is able to address himself to somebody who
is not at his level or of his nature? Therein lies the secret of love and faith in its
explanation of the mystery of existence, and the mystery of God and man. The Bible
gives us instructions about it, by listing the mystery of creation and salvation, where
man, who enjoyed walking with God in the garden, tried to become like him, and thus
by the seduction of evil, he fell down and lost his discernment... God incarnated to lift
man towards Him, and restore to him the secret of divinity and the secret of existence.
In our meditation of the gospel we see one call: Come to the Kingdom of God ... Your
names are written in heaven ... Come inherit eternal life ... You have a share with me
... Enter into the joy of your master ... And eternal life is that they may know you, the
true God ... Yes, we will know God and you we will see Him face to face, therein
manifests the full truth, and this is what St. Paul illustrates to us that here we see in a
mirror, while there we will know as we are known.

Christian faith teaches us that we are on a transition journey to God, and life is
only a bridge to eternal life. Can we build our homes and our castles on a bridge? Of
course not! Thus there is no permanence on this earth, but we live and our eyes tight
toward heaven, where Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father. We live with Him
in earth’s struggles and fatigues, to complete our lives in heaven, where there is neither
sorrow nor pain...Christian hope teaches us that our home is in heaven, and there God
prepared for us what no eye have seen and no ear have heard. It teaches us that we will
close our eyes to this earth to open them on the face of the Lord, and see Him in heaven
with the angels and saints. We are the sons of heaven because we are Christ’s brothers
and his partners in inheritance. Do we mourn our dead like someone who does not
have hope? We miss them, we cry, but we do not despair. They left this earth, but they
are now in the Father’s bosom. We do not see them, but they are watching us. We
cannot touch them, but we can pray with them and for them...Christian prayer is
always: remember me in your kingdom, and the Lord’s answer will be: today you will
be with me in paradise.

Carmelite Father Michel Abboud

Main Center: Zouk Mkayel, Kesrouan, Lebanon, Tel/Fax: +961 9 221 601 +961 3 702 988
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